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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, GATT, AS 

SUB J : NTOIFICATIONS OF SERVICES RESTRAINTS IN THE MTN 
REF: STATE 180220 

1 . OFFICE OF AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING TRIBUNAL, WHICH HAS 
JURISDICTION IN THESE MATTERS, HAS CONFIRMED THAT THERE ARE 
RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSMITTAL OF IMPORTED TELEVISION ADVERTISE- 
MENTS. THESE RESTRICTIONS WERE ISSUED IN 1960 BY THEN THEN 
POSTMASTER-GENERAL, AND WERE PURSUANT TO THE BROADCASTING 
AND TELEVSION ACT. 

2. RESTRICTIONS DO NOT PREVENT AUSTRALIAN FILM COMPANIES 
FROM FILMING ADVERTISEMENTS ABROAD, NOR DO THEY PROHBIIT THE 
USE OF FOREIGN ACTORS OR ACTRESSES FROM TAKING PART IN THE 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

3. INTENTION OF THE RESTRICTIONS WAS TO STIMULATE LOCAL FILM 
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INDUSTRY, WHICH WAS THEN IN RECESSION. ACCORDING TO BROAD- 
CASTING TRIBUNAL SPOKESMAN, SEVERAL OF THE MORE ACTIVE FILM 
COMPANIES ATTRIBUTE THEIR PRESENT SUCCESS TO THESE 
RESTRICTIONS, STATING THAT THEY COULD NOT HAVE " GOT 
OFF THE GROUND" WITHOUT SOME SORT OF GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTANCE. 
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4. BECAUSE THESE RESTRICTIONS HAVE BEEN IN EFFECT FOR 
SO MANY YEARS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASSESS THEIR IMPACT 
ON U.S. TRADE IN GOODS OR SERVICES. CERTAINLY IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT IT HAS HAD ANY EFFECT ON TRADE IN GOODS 
AND THE EFFECT OF TRADE IN SERVICES WOULD BE MINIMAL, 

IF ANY. WE SUSPECT THAT MANY PRODUCERS OF TELEVISION 
ADS WOULD WANT MOST OF THEIR ADS TO HAVE A LOCAL FLAVOR 
WHICH CAN ONLY BE GAINED BY PRODUCTION IN AUSTRALIA. 

5. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY WOULD NOT DISCOURAGE ATTEMPTS TO 
REDUCE OR ELIMINATE THESE RESTRICTIONS SOME DOUBTS AS 
TO LIKELIHOOD OF SUCCESS EXISTS. AUSTRALIAN FILM 
INDUSTRY IS RELATIVELY HEALTHY AT RPESENT AND GOA WILL 
BE RELUCTANT TO TAKE ANY MEASURES WHICH MIGHT REVERSE 
ITS PRESENT CONDITION. 
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